
THE PASSIVE
Complete the following text about the EARLY HISTORY OF THE USA using the appropriate 
verb in the passive form.

FOUND - FINANCE – PERSECUTE - NAME – POPULATE - BELIEVE – INHABIT – FOLLOW

During the first 1500 years AD, the land that now 
is  the Unites States ______________ by various tribes 
who had originally come from Asia. However, it ____also 
______________  that  Viking  warships  arrived  from 
Scandinavia  as  far  as  the north-east  coast  of  America 
around the year 1000 AD.

On October 12th 1492, Christopher Columbus, an 
Italian sailor whose voyage __________________ by the 
Spanish crown, landed on an island in the Caribbean, in 
an attempt to reach the East Indies by sailing westward. 
That  island  _____later_________  San  Salvador  by  the 
Italian explorer.

Columbus ______________ by John and Sebastian Cabot, who explored the north-east 
coast of North America, claiming it as an English colony. Further colonies _______subsequently 
_____________ in other areas, included a colony which was ruled by Sir Walter Raleigh.

The colonies ____________________ by immigrants who left their countries, mainly in 
Europe, both for economical reasons, and because they ____________________ at home for 
religious or political reasons.

Key:

During the first 1500 years AD, the land that now is the Unites States was inhabited by 
various  tribes  who had originally  come  from Asia.  However,  it  is  also  believed that  Viking 
warships arrived from Scandinavia as far as the north-east coast of America around the year 
1000 AD.

On October 12th 1492, Christopher Columbus, an Italian sailor whose voyage had been 
financed by the Spanish crown, landed on an island in the Caribbean, in an attempt to reach the 
East  Indies  by  sailing  westward.  That  island  was  then  named  San  Salvador  by  the  Italian 
explorer.

Columbus was followed by John and Sebastian Cabot,  who explored the north-east 
coast of North America, claiming it as an English colony. Further colonies were subsequently 
founded in other areas, included a colony which was ruled by Sir Walter Raleigh.

The colonies were populated by immigrants who left their countries, mainly in Europe, 
both  for  economical  reasons,  and because  they  were  persecuted at  home  for  religious  or 
political reasons.
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